
March 25th Meeting :  “Good Garden Ideas” 
 

As spring tries to get started, so do our 

plans for what we need for our gardens 

this year.  Looking for some fresh 

ideas?  Beth Corrigan will join us to 

present design and plant selection ideas 

to make the small or large garden stand 

out. Beth is a veteran Master Gardener 

and member of the Extension Speaker's 

Bureau.  

 
You will also have a chance to purchase raffle tickets ($1 ea, or 6/$5)
for the mosaic bowling ball that will be raffled at the May plant sale.  

This exceptional piece, created by Angie Sadauskas, will be on 
display at the meeting. 
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Next Meeting:  Thursday, April 22nd (Earth Day!):   

 “THE TOMATO LADY SPEAKS” 

Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago. 

7:15 - brief business meeting, 7:30 - speaker 

Wine and Chocolate in the Garden - February Meeting 

Although it was already past Valentine’s Day, the image of wine and chocolate provides a certain ro-
mantic picture, which can also be found in your garden if you follow Kelly Bryant’s suggestions for 

red and chocolate-colored plant selections.  Everyone loves to see coordinated groupings of plants, 

and this selection proves to be especially attractive and unique.  We’ll be looking for these at our 
plant sale and the garden centers in the next few months.   

Babysitting—The Club pro-
vides babysitting during its 
regular monthly meetings when 
held at Faith Community 
Church.  There is no fee to you 
for the service, but if you plan 
to use it, please call Linda 
Harlson at 377-5750, so we 
can plan for the right number of 
children. 

Rides— Need a ride to the 
meeting? Call Billie Childress at 
231-1791   the Wednesday 
before the meeting. 

LOOK FOR OUR NEWEST MEMBER, COLLEEN GLOSS, AT THE 

MARCH MEETING AND SAY HI!   
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Upcoming events (outside the club) 
DuPage County Forest Preserve:  Birding Field Trip, West Chicago Prairie, April 10, 7 -11 a.m.  

Shady Hill Gardens:  Early Bird container workshops throughout April. More information at http://
www.shadyhill.com/currentevents.html. 

Heinz Brothers Greenhouse:  Cold Tolerant Veggies class, April 11 at 12-1.  $5.  Information http://
www.heinzbrothers.com/classes.htm. 

Cantigny: Blossoms for Easter Centerpiece, March 31 at 6:30 p.m., $45, held in the Greenhouse off 
Shaffner Road. Please call 630 260 8162. 

For viewing at the March meeting:  Bowling Ball - Garden Art Display 

 

Club members who participated in the Febru-
ary Bowling Ball to Garden Art Class will 
proudly display their finished works at the 
March club meeting.   These transformed bowl-
ing balls won’t be knocking down any more 
pins but they will knock your socks off!  This tal-
ented group really outdid themselves! 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

Rita Kitching creating a beautiful design! 

Don Jeschke taking his time to 
make a masterpiece. 

CRAFTY? 
At the May BloomingFest plant sale WCGC will have booth space available for garden club 

members who have crafts or other items to sell.  Conditions are that 10% of the sales are given 
to the WCGC.  See Dick Darrah for more information. 
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Calendar of events - 2010 

Club information  
www.westchicagogardenclub.org 
West Chicago Garden Club 

P. O. Box 313, West Chicago, IL 60186 

(630) 585-4005 

Membership information 

Dues for 2009: 

 Individual: $15 Family: $25 

 

Board Meetings:  2nd Thursday each month at 7 p.m. 

 

Regular meeting location 

Faith Community Church,   910 Main Street, West Chicago 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 WCGC BOARD: 

President: VACANT   

Vice President:  

 Jeff Handel (630) 231-6765, jjhandeldds@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: 

 Barb Darrah (630) 584-1900, info@bwdarrah.com 

Secretary: 

 Dee Soustek (630) 393-0652, dsoustek@aol.com 

Program Chair: 

 Lou Horton (630) 293-7735, lehorton85@ameritech.net 

Information Director: 

 Elaine McCluskey (630) 293-4773, 

emccluskey@sbcglobal.net 

Plant Sale Co-Chairs: 

 Dick Darrah (630) 584-1900, info@bwdarrah.com 

 Tom Fessler (630) 231-0535, fess2000@aol.com 

Date Speaker/Organizer Topic/Event Date Speaker/Organizer Topic/Event 

March 25 Beth Corrigan 
Club Meeting- Good 

Garden Ideas 
June 24 Dave Wanniger 

Club Meeting - 

Rhodies & Azaleas for 

the Midwest 

April 3 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party July 22 All Club Members President’s Dinner 

April 10 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party August 1 All Club Members 

Open Gardens - gar-

den walk & Kruse Gar-

den open house 

April 18 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party August 26 Susan Schmitz 

Club Meeting - Tour of 

display gardens at Ball 

Seed 

April 22 Aggie Nehmzow  
Club Meeting - The 

Tomato Lady Speaks 
September 23 TBD Club Meeting 

April 25 
Billie Childress &   

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party October 21 Joannie Rocchi Bulbs from A to Z 

May 15 All Club Members PLANT SALE! November 18 Potluch Dinner Garden Dollar Auction 

May 20 Harry Patterson 

Club Meeting - Bee 

Keeping for Garden-

ers 
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March News From Kruse   by Angie & Billie: Kruse 
Garden Coordinators 

Notorious for varied weather conditions, March marches for-

ward with great fanfare.  Part winter, part spring, the changes 
are dramatic.  We enjoy the lengthening days, gawk at the 

ground for daffodil shoots and are delighted when we dis-
cover them.  We are joyful to see the first robins and hear the 
Sandhill cranes honking overhead as they migrate north.  

March used to be the first month of the New Year. That makes 
a lot of sense, but back in 1752 the new style, Gregorian, cal-

endar was introduced and January began the New Year. 
Whatever! 

The switch to daylight savings time changes the perspective altogether. The longer eve-

nings are an outdoor gift!  Woweeee!  We better get out the rakes, oil the pruner and 
sharpen the spade.  We are going to be working in the garden.  But we want to be wise 

about our work.  We are all looking for balance in our lives. 

There is a lot of talk about effort…less gardening.  No one expects to garden without any 
effort, but less effort would be welcome and more realistic.    Roy Diblik of Northwind 

Perennials recently published Small Perennial Gardens: The Know Maintenance Approach. 
He points out that ‘Hope to God gardening, toss a plant in the ground and hope to God it 

grows’, isn’t a practical or satisfying way to garden.  He advocates use of basic perennial 
plants, ornamental grasses, and shrubs combined in manageable spaces.   

Sounds like the mixed perennial borders most of us are familiar with right?  The key 

seems to turn on plant selection and combination. His top plant picks for ‘know mainte-
nance’ gardens could be titled ‘tried and true’.  Grouping plants with like needs and 

complimentary characteristics results in beautiful displays and low maintenance. We just 
have to remind ourselves that those brand  new plants that can ring bells & whistle tunes  
may (or not) be the best selections for your garden.   

This low maintenance garden goal has been the agenda for the Kruse Garden for years.  
The shrubs, grasses, and perennials that have been installed over the last years are mov-

ing the garden down this path. The journey is enlightening and enjoyable. We haven’t 
come to the sign post titled ‘know maintenance’ yet, but it’s just around the bend. 

 

We hope this year that you walk the Kruse Garden with us.  Plan 

to participate whenever and however you can.  At the very least, 
plan to visit often. 

 

With (S)spring in our step, we bid you a ‘Happy New Year’.  A&B 
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Plant Sale Preparations 

Sign up to pot - Earn flower bucks 

Last chance to sign-up for the April potting ‘parties’! There are 12 slots remaining, (44 
slots have been filled!!!)  You can sign-up at the March 26th club meeting or call Billie at (630)
231-1791 and let her know you can help.  The openings remaining are as follows: 

We need at least 14 volunteers at each session.  

There are jobs that fit everyone.  Please think about 
when you can help.  We plan to work at the Manville 

Oaks park district site this year, which should make 
our jobs even easier!  We had superb potting crews 
last year and with all that experience, this year 

should be a piece of cake!  All of us together make the plant sale the wonderful success it is.  
Thanks to each of you for getting involved.  Your enthusiasm is contagious! 

Billie Childress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have blinds or pots? Bring them to the March meeting!  Also pick up yard signs for adver-

tising the sale in your area. 

Saturday April 3, 9-12    4 opening 

Saturday April 10, 9-12  1 opening 

Sunday April 18, 1-4       4 openings 

Sunday April 25, 1-4       3 openings 

Do you have plants to share?  We will be happy to come to your garden and dig them.  
There will be a sign-up list at the March meeting or call Billie 630-231-1791 to let us know 

what you have to share.  Another option……you could bring your plants to the weekend 
potting parties.  Let us know if you plan to ‘bring your own’ so we can be prepared to pot 

them.  The plant sale relies on donations.  Please help if you can.   

Manville Oaks Park 

potting party location: 

30W150 W. Wilson St 

West Chicago 
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A New Gardening Resource 

Interested in integrating vegetable gardening 

into your flowers and shrubs?  Explore the web-
site called “This Garden Cooks” 

(www.thisgardencooks.com).   

It is written by is Nina Koziol, long-time garden 

writer for the Chicago Tribune and Chicagoland 
Gardening, adjunct faculty at the Chicago Bo-

tanic Garden, and frequently a garden club 
speaker.  She explores ways to incorporate edi-

ble gardening with flower and shrub borders as 
well as containers.  Learn how to plant a Victory 

Garden!  

The photos of beautiful lettuces are joined by 

photos of birds, daffodils, as well as innovative 
ways to reuse materials to make containers as 

well as planter combinations.  The website lists 
the classes she teaches, many of them at the 

Chicago Botanic Garden.  Coming up on March 
27 is Designing with Color, Texture, and Form, 

and on April 24 is The American Kitchen Garden.   

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 

ADVERTISERS! 

And let them know that you appreciate 

their support of our club. 
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Garden Dollars - remember to collect them! 
WCGC is distributing tokens (Garden Dollars) to members who participate in club activities.  At the No-
vember meeting, you will be able to use them at the auction to bid on fabulous prizes. 

To receive your Garden Dollars after earning them, pick them up at special events from the event organ-
izer, or see club officers at the information table at any meeting, and let them know what you’ve earned.  
Contact Jeff Handel for more information, 231-6765. 

Volunteer for workdays, plant sale or garden 

contest (1 to 4 hrs , >4hrs) 

75 -

150 

Donate plants for the sale 

<50, 50-149, >150 

75, 

200, 

300 

Donate pots 50 Write newsletter article 100 

Donate snack for meeting 75 Donate door prize 50 

Set up or clean up meeting 25 Meeting attendance 25 

Trip attendance 25 Pay dues before February 2nd 50 

Donate to Kruse House 50   

Looking for Experienced Garden Help 
Received as an inquiry to our website: 
We are West Chicago residents looking for a person or persons seeking 
part time work maintaining our flower and plant beds.  The yard is too 

small for a landscaper, but big enough that we would like to hire someone. 

 
Work on your own schedule, by the hour or by the day. Payment is flexible, it can be 

monthly, by day, or whatever suits the job.  We would just like to have someone who 
loves plants and knows plants and loves to work with plants, but doesn’t want a full time 
landscaping job.  There is a small grassy area, but the mowing is optional. 

 
If there might be someone in your organization or that your organization knows who is 

looking for this type of work, please Tracey at nbt@comcast.net. 


