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Lord, I do fear thou’st made the world
too beautiful this year.” excerpts from
“God’s World” by Edna St. Vincent

Ed showed us the aconite, the
snowdrops, the butterbur, the scilla,
the red trillium and the bluebells that
grow boldly on his property—or—is it
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qua had seemed to dash our desire for '

Spring with its warmth and beauty. Thank you Ed for allowing us to peek
Plant Sale 2007 7 And yet, as I look out the window— into your little bit of heaven. It

the magnolia tree is putting out its warmed our winter-weary hearts.

pink blossoms again and the “What is this life if, full of care; we
Plant Sale Poster 8 serviceberry is unfurling is precious have no time to stand and stare.”...

little white blossoms. Truly there is a

from “Leisure” by Wm. H. Davies.

Next Meeting: Thursday, April 26
Ash Borers and Cicadas...... Speaker:Jim Schuster

Who has not heard of “Jim Schuster”’?!ll In my mind, and many others I’'m sure, he is a legend.

He’s been around West Chicago for quite some time always ready to help struggling gardeners like us
to solve our bug and plant problems. You’re invited to come and hear the latest and best information
on borers and cicadas from a highly respected gentleman. You’ll be glad you did!

Join us at the Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago
0:45 - sharing time, conversation and refreshments
7:15 - brief business meeting

7:30 - speaker
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Upcoming events (outside the club)

Meyer Landscaping: We've seen their brand new newsletter and it's a good one with lots of useful infor-
mation. Our bet is that you'd enjoy it. Stop in and get a copy. (See ad page 3) Right now they don't have it
available online (they are working on it). But if you would like to be added to their mailing list, drop them a
line at meyergc@aol.com or call at 630-293-4800.

Morton Arboretum: Always something special going on there. For times and information call (630)968-
0074 or visit www.mortonarb.org. Wednesdays admission is $4 adults and senior adults $3. Arbor Day
Weekend Celebration is April 27-29. Included will be a plant sale, lots to do for kids, live music and the cere-
monial tree planting.

Heinz Brothers Greenhouse and Garden Center in St. Charles: Call (630) 584-0473 for more infor-
mation or e-mail info@heinsbrothers.com (ad/page 6)

Vegetable Gardening Made Easy: 1-2pm, Saturday, April 28—Fee is $10.00

Summer Container Planting Demonstrations: May 3, May 8, May 16—all at 6-6:30pm Free RSVP

The Growing Place: 5/26 DEMO Build a fountain 10am Fox Valley, 1pm Naperville
Watch Creative Staff members build unique fountains from a variety of materials. Learn the basics of main-
taining fountains also.

Custom Crafted Cedar Products: With summer quickly approaching, it’s time to think about ordering a
comfortable Adirondack chair or a bench for your garden. See samples at the Blooming Fest plant sale or call
Mike (an advertiser) at (630)-653-1350.

Winfield Flower Shoppe: One of our new advertisers (ad below)
DISCOVER all that we have to offer for your floral and gift giving.
REMEMBER that Mother’s Day is May 13th.

Cantigny: Check out their web site at cantignypark.com or call at (630) 260-8176. Besides their concerts,
they have great programs:
Spring into Summer Container Saturday, April 28, 9:30 am and 1pm Greenhouse -
Jill Weiss, Cantigny Grower, will instruct you in taking your container from springtime into summer.
Bring in a container of your choosing (minimum width of 14” maximum of 24"”) and she will supply
the soil medium, plants and know-how to keep your container blooming pretty! Limited seating. Res-
ervations are suggested at (630) 668-5161. Each class is $40.00
Greenhouse Open House—Sunday, May 6, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Greenhouse
The Cantigny Production Greenhouse will be open to the public at its best time of year. The 18,000
square foot greenhouse is filled to capacity with about 160,000 annuals, perennials, and collections
of jade, succulents, and topiary creations. No parking fee, enter at the Shaffner Road entrance.

Quality plants in garden settings
Montgomery Rd (83) just N of
Copley (Ogden)... Aurora
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P - ? FLOWER SHOPPI

0s118 Winfield Road
Helpful Staff... Winfield, 11 60190
Lt Sttt e 630.668.8460
www.winfieldflowershoppe.com
Gardener’s Fest...June 16, Naper Fresh Cut Flowers, Green & Blooming
Plants, Artificial Flowers, Cards,
Candles, Antiques, Jewelry, etc.

growing place

www.thegrowingplace.com

Volume 10 Issue 4 April 2007 Page 2



We Go Gardening

Club information

West Chicago Garden Club
P. 0. Box 313
West Chicago, IL 60186

(630) 585-4005
www.westchicagogardenclub.org

Membership information

Dues for 2007:
Individual: $15
Family: $25

2007 board

President:
Mark Luther (630) 876-1296
mark@markluther.com

Vice President:
Mike Saad (630) 653-1350
mwsaad@comcast.net

Treasurer:
John Warbiany (630) 293-5795
Fax: (630) 293-5794
Cell: (630) 464-5710
jjbwarbil @juno.com

Secretary:
Aimee Townsend (630) 876-8588
aleaa5@sbcglobal.net

Publicity Director
Pamela Darrah (630) 293-4130
pdarrah@sprynet.com

Information Director:
Sandy Saad (630) 653-1350
mwsaad@comcast.net

Plant Sale Chair:
Dick Darrah (630) 584-1900
info@bwdarrah.com

Regular meeting location

Faith Community Church
910 Main Street
West Chicago

‘Calendar of events - 2007

Date Speaker Topic
April 21 Field Trip—10 a.m. | Member’s tour of greenhouse facili-
ties at Cantigny
April 26 Jim Schuster (U. of I. | What you need to know about the Ash
Educator) Borer and Cicadas
May 19 PLANT SALE! Bloomin’ Fest 2007
May 24 Ken Benson House plant clinic—members are
invited to bring sick house plants.
Member plant exchange prior to
the meeting. 6PM
June 9 Field Trip—10 a.m. |Rich’s Foxwillow Pines
June 28 Jan Calhoun What’s new from Ball Seed
July 26 Picnic and potluck and socializing
August 2 Field Trip Ball Seed Gardens
August 23 Mark Luther Pond construction: step-by-step
September 27 Lynn Bement Healthy gardens by “The Compost
Queen”
October 25 Bill Scheffler Organic lawn, tree and shrub care
November 15 Elections, Potluck Ornamental vines
and Nora Liu

bring a friend or neighbor.

the Wednesday before the meeting.

Reminders

Babysitting—The Club provides babysitting during its regular monthly meet-
ings when held at Faith Community Church. There is no fee to us for the ser-
vice, but if you plan to use it, please call Linda Harlson at 377-5750, so we
can plan for the right number of children .

Guests and Visitors are always welcome.

Rides— Need a ride to the meeting? Call Billie Childress at 231-1791 by

Members are encouraged to

WE GROW DREAMS

GREENHOUSE §8& GARDEN CENTER

An Investment That Grows

THE GARDEN CENTER IS
BLOOMING WITH IDEAS!

_ _ MEYER [ ARGE TREELS &
1055 W. Washington St., West Chicago, IL 60185 LANDSCAPINGINC. sHHRUBS. ROSES
Nursery, Landscaping Design & Construction e = N o B
~Annuals & Perennials ~Vegetables ~Hanging Baskets 27W067 North Avenue T ER ‘[N ‘N _J A L\’
~Poinsettias ~Mums & Kale ~Balsam Reindeer West Chicago, IL 60185 & ANNUALS
Tel: (630) 293-4800
phone: 630-293-0100 fax: 630-293-1510 VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS!!! 1]1};]TL5\](LJ H\
WWWMEYER-LANDSCAPING.COM SUN: 10-4 «/15-6/30)
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News and Announcements

Sharing Table: This is a very important place for all members to bring a treasure to show, a poem, the
name of a great new gardening book you've just discovered—any gardening magazines that you'd like to
pass on to anyone interested. Maybe you have some seeds that you aren’t going to use? It's your sharing

table—be creative and enjoy it.

New Members: New members in April are Suzanne Abbott and Elaine McCluskey. Seek out these new
members and introduce yourself—welcome them—Ilet them know you're glad to have them with us. Perhaps

they might like to ride with you to an upcoming event.

New Web Address: As mentioned at the March meeting, our club has a new web address. It is
www.westchicagogardenclub.org. We would like to thank B. W. Darrah, Inc for providing the space for our

web content.

Heinz Brothers Greenhouse —Spring Gala: Our club was invited to have a booth in their greenhouse
during the Spring Gala this past weekend, April 14 and 15. Perhaps the Gala was a bit too early for
gardeners as the traffic was not heavy at all. Still, their place is very interesting with everything and
anything a homeowner or gardener might need. I felt that they were happy to have us there and everyone
was extremely friendly and helpful. We had a bright and inviting booth organized by Dick Darrah. Pamela did
an outstanding job with posters and photos showing our various activities. All in all, it was good.

Calling Post Status: While we have updated all of the Calling Post data with current phone numbers, we
need to know if any members are not getting the Calling Post reminders. If you are not receiving these

calls, please call Pamela Darrah at 293-4130.

Club Members/Crafters: While we need most members to be helping with the plant sale, any member
who would like to have a space to sell their garden type treasures, call Dick Darrah at 584-1900.

Phil Graf
Certified Arborist

Bus: 630/347-4899
Fax: 630/578-1304

www.graftreecare. com

Tree Care

For Better Trees!

Prosek's Greenhouses and
Military Model Shop, Inc.

Annuals, Perennials, and all your garden needs!

2BW 140 Highlake Rd.
Winfield, IL 60100
630-22 1-4001

Barn Owl Feed and
(Garden Center

1N583 Gary Ave., Carol Stream

(630) 668-0316

Hours: M-F:9to 6

Sat:9to 4

Sun:10 to 4

Full line of garden tools, annuals and
perennials, pet food and supplies, bird-
seed, statuary, propane and more!

Come to the Grower

* Over 160 Acres of Fine Nursery Stock
* LLandscape Design and Installation
* A Complete 10 Acre Retail Garden Center

including Fountains & Water Garden Supplies

| Since 1925...the only name you need o know
v/ 6 miles west of
N W A s C O | St. Charles on Rt. 64
I 1 mile west of Wasco
| N U R S E R Y www.wasconursery.com
g

RELILIRCMEY 630-584-4424
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£ 3 WOW! - What Great Potting Parties

* Thank to all who turned out for our
& two Potting Parties (3/31 and 3/15)
7‘ this year. The weather cooperated
3 and everyone had a great time. We
potted up lots of annuals that Carole
& Bates had gotten for us and they are
A now growing in our greenhouses —
‘ some are even starting to bloom.

;‘; Again, THANK YOU for all the help
and we look forward to seeing all of
you and more at the coming Plant

& Sale functions.
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POTTING SUGGESTIONS FROM CAROLE BATES

Crumpled up newspaper (avoid the slick
sheets) or shredded paper from your home
shredder placed in the bottom of a container
will decompose and save on soil. The Digging
Squad is a big fan of this method.

Meeting notes from March 22:

Raffle prizes: One of our new members,
Tom Fessler won the $10.00 gift certificate
for Proseks and Sandy Saad won the hand
made greetings cards donated by mem-
ber, Michele Rauworth.

Joe Sable from Cantigny: We had a great
visit from Joe Sable with lots of colorful and
informative handouts. He would love to
have some members volunteer. He stayed
the whole meeting and even asked Ed Max
questions after Ed’s slide presentation. My
opinion—I felt lots of mutual admiration
here. Our member, Lorraine Biang is a vol-
unteer at Cantigny. This is another treat
right here in our “neck of the woods” so to
speak.

PLEASE patronize our advertisers

And let them know that you appreciate their
support of our club

For the Love of Garclcns...

s\ PLATT HILL
2\ NURSERY

Nursery Stock * Perennials ¢« Annuals + Hanging Baskets
Statues, Fountains & Pottery * Gift Shop * FREE Seminars
Watergarden Plants & Supplies ¢ Gift Certificates
Experienced Landscape Designers ¢ Containers
Christmas Trees & Holiday Decorations

847-428-6767 630-529-9394

2400 Randall Rd + Carpentersville 222 W. Lake St + Bloomingdale

630-628-6695
(Cell) 209-3005

EDWARD R. MAX
Certified Naturalist
www.maxlandscape .com

Landscape Design
Specialty Gardens
Total Maintenance

e SHADY e HILL ¢ GARDENS -

BATAVIA and ELBURN

* GERANIUM e SPECIALISTS *
(630) 879-5665

www.shadyhill.com
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Plant Sale Digging Squad

What a great ideal!! It’s amazing the number of plants we’ve added to our 10th Annual Plant
Sale at the Bloomin Fest on May 19 because of this Digging Squad. Member, Lorraine Biang,
was delighted that her day lilies will bloom all the more beautifully since the squad came and
separated them. One member, me, thought I had nothing to contribute but some neglected
Autumn Joy in back of our garage. But, I gotta tell you, Billie and Aimee potted up 45 Autumn
Joy, and 25 yarrow and lambs ear—plus—4 pots of Annabelle hydrangeas—plus—lots and lots
of Lilly of the Valley. Thanks to the squad, I really do feel extra good about the SUPER SUC-
CESS of our 10th Annual Plant Sale.

This Digging Squad refuses any applause for their efforts but, please, if you think you might
have something in your yard that would benefit our Plant Sale—CALL THEM—they come sup-
plied, organized, and they’re quick. Billie Childress at 231-1791. How can we not thank you
DIGGING SQUAD—you’re great.

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY!

You can now receive your monthly newsletter electronically, rather than a
paper copy. The many advantages include: receive it faster, save paper

and processing time, save the cost of stamps, and see some items in color.

To subscribe to the electronic version, simply send your e-mail address to
Sandy Saad at mwsaad@comecast.net.

=
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Winfield Road at the ‘ Sharing Table
Railroad Tracks | ')/ [NFIE|E? ¥ 665-1144 Featuring our KRAMER TREE SPECIALISTS, INC.
. ;
Winfield o T EY members ideas Complete Professional Tree Care
d terial 701 Church Street
| Do It Yourself Center | and Materiais. .. West Chicago, Illinois 60185
Paving, Terracing & Edging Materials Gardening
® Concrete Retaining Wall Systems e Landscaping Timbers Catalogs, articles
ot books
Decorative Gravel (630) 293-5444
e Shredded Cedar or Cypress Mulch e Limestone Chips e Heritage Pebbles
e Meramec Gravel e Sand Pebbles e Red Lava e Western Sunset Gar.den related FAX (630) 293-7667
e Burnt Coral e Red Flint e Red Granite projects www.kramertree.com

I You're invited to come explore, get inspired, learn N
and add some beanty to your garden at Custom Crafted Cedar Products

(Y

o

N4
HEINZBROTHERS

Greenhouse @arden Center
WO

e 2010 East Main St. (Rt. 64), St. Charles |

G ¥) 630.377.6288 www.HeinzBrothers.com (& : Mike Saad
; : Winfield, IL
‘Q] Your Gardening Source... Q[ (630) 653-1350
1Y 4 mwsaad@comcast.net
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PLANT SALE 2007
by Dick Darrah

Just a few more weeks and we’ll again be staging our annual Plant Sale. We need everyone who can to
help. To volunteer please contact Jim Hilsenbeck at michred89@comecast.net or call him at 630-222-0757.

We need members to pitch in for:

» Sorting and pricing plants after the pre-sale drop off. We need a small crew of members ( 4)
that will help Pamela and Dan during the week prior to the sale.

« Moving plants to the sale site on Friday evening, May 18™. For this we need loaders, vehicles
and drivers, and un-loaders. Lots of help makes the job go quicker.

« Sale Day, May 19™. We need to set up early in the morning, sell during the day, and break
down after the sale is over. This is actually a real fun day as we get to meet many different gar-
deners from a wide variety of backgrounds and locations. The day of the sale we need mem-
bers to help with the collection of money (contact Carole Bates 293-4953), members to do the
“selling”, members to help keep the sale site spiffy, members to help in our membership
booth, members to watch the holding area, etc., etc., etc. We have jobs for everyone, standing
up, sitting down, what ever!

REMEMBER, if there is a particular job you would like contact Jim Hilsenbeck at michred89@comcast.net
or call him at 630-222-0757. If you don'’t call Jim there’s a good chance he’ll be calling you.

We are again going to be offering some really great plants and we just want to refresh everyone on the
significant dates, as follows:

May 12" & 13" (Saturday & Sunday)

Plant drop-off at Pamela and Dan’s (479 Colford Ave, West Chicago). We need everyone to bring any and
all plants that will be offered for sale.

May 17" (Thursday)

Member only pre-Sale. Come to Pamela and Dan’s and look over what we have for sale. Pick out what
ever you want for your own gardens and pay the club. This officially starts at 3:00 PM, but if you must
come earlier you can do so. Just keep track of what you take and pay the club on Sale Day. Thisis a
chance to get first crack at the best plants available. We discourage members buying the day of the sale.

May 18™ (Friday)

At 6:00 PM sharp we start the big move of plants from Pamela and Dan’s to the Sale Site. We will need a
crew to load vehicles at Pamela and Dan’s and we will need another crew to unload vehicles at the Sale
Site. Of course, we need pickup trucks, vans, big cars, etc. to drive back and forth.

May 19" (Saturday)

Sale Day! We'll start setting up about 7:30 and we plan to open the register about 8:30, but the Sale really
doesn’t start until 9:00 — we just like to get a running start. The Sale officially closes at 2:00 PM, but if we
still have plants and customers we’ll extend the time as needed.
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West Chicago
Garden Club

o Saturday
oS May 19, 2007
any 9‘3“;1' 5 %ﬂmﬂ“ﬁeﬁ' 9am-2 pm
N 0™ et & Downtown West Chicago
Dn;eﬁ%‘ad‘ At Galena and Main St
= (Only 1 block NW of our
e o o s old location.)

Tk P . _ o=
5 % 1 Annuals
A P g (wa Perennials
% : Garden Festival
New Location! b | and more

On Galena St at Main

For more information,
call 630-585-4005
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