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Next Meeting:  Thursday, January 24 
“BEST NEW PLANTS FOR 2008” 

 
Speaker:  Bill Aldrich, publisher and editor of Chicagoland Gardening Magazine. His resume is 
too long for this space, but trust me, he’s got a lot to tell us and you’ll want to be there to hear it. 

 
Join us at the Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago. 

6:45pm - sharing time, conversation and refreshments 
7:15 - brief business meeting 

7:30 - speaker�
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News from Kruse 
 
Why Volunteer at the Kruse Museum Garden? 
 
The West Chicago Kruse Museum is tucked in on Main Street, many times overlooked, seemingly out of place, 
having a garden not often visited. The museum house may not be architecturally significant, nor a home of a fa-
mous person. It is like other houses that at one time lined Main Street, the home of a middle-class railroad conduc-
tor who lived in a railroad town. 
To step inside of the museum is like stepping into a time warp - maybe your mother's or grandmother's house. It is 
unique in that it has maintained its integrity and authenticity, as exampled by the original furnishings and house-
hold items, still maintained in their original placement, as if the family just stepped out. Everything inside is "of 
the period and original to the house." 
Fast forward 50 or 100 years-might not future generations like to see how a railroad conductor lived at the turn of 
the 20th century on Main Street? 
The package, house and garden, is a little treasure, in great need of repair, unassuming, unappreciated for now. 
That does not matter. It is perfect for what it is. 
We do not want the garden to look unkept to visitors and neighbors. The garden is the property of the museum, 
one of only two in the city. Working on the garden of the museum makes us custodians in the preservation of our 
city's past…….Angie 
 
HOW to participate in the maintenance and beautification of the garden: 

- Adopt a plot - plots will be labeled, graded according to maintenance time requirements, 
Adopters will be familiarized with the existing plants  

- Compost site maintenance 
- Police the grounds for litter 
- Sign-up sheets will be available in March 
- Participate in work days - two major days are planned: spring clean-up and mulch distribution  
- Contribute - plants, plant supports, etc. from garden or purchase  

February newsletter will have listing of plants we especially desire 

We are very interested in suggestions on ideas for the garden and ways to make the garden more open to visitors. 
Please help by sharing your thoughts. 

Billie and Angie, Kruse Garden coordinators 
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Winfield Road at the 

Railroad Tracks 
Winfield  

Paving, Terracing & Edging Materials 

�  Concrete Retaining Wall Systems  �  Landscaping Timbers 

Decorative Gravel 
�  Shredded Cedar or Cypress Mulch  �  Limestone Chips �  Heritage Pebbles  

�  Meramec Gravel  �  Sand Pebbles  �  Red Lava  �  Western Sunset 
�  Burnt Coral  �  Red Flint  �  Red Granite 

Sharing Table 
Featuring our 
member’s ideas 
and materials…  

Gardening 
catalogs, articles 
or books 

Garden related 
projects  
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