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January 28th Meeting :  “Good Guys, Bad Guys” 

 
A garden is a community of plants, 

animals, insects, and fungi.  Learn what is 
ailing your plants and how to recognize 

the good bugs from the bad bugs.  Our 
speaker, Julie Moore, is a veteran Master 

Gardener from the DuPage Extension 
Unit. 

 

More information about garden bugs:  

http://urbanext.illinois.edu/bugreview/ 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, February 25th:        “WINE AND CHOCOLATE” 

Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago. 

7:15 - brief business meeting, 7:30 - speaker 

President’s Dinner and Garden Dollar Auction - November 2009 Meeting 

A fun time was had by all at the November meeting, when we shared together in conversation over 
salads, side dishes, and desserts as well as club-provided chicken and drinks.  The first-ever Gar-

den Dollars auction of about 50 items provided lots of calculated bids and comparison shopping, 

while doing lots of walking around the tables.  In the end, almost everyone went home with items 
ranging from gift certificates, dried floral arrangements, and houseplants, to shovels, signs, and 

chairs.  The consensus is that we should repeat it in 2010, so start collecting your new Garden Dol-

lars at the next meeting! 

Welcome new member Norma Wienecke! 

Time to renew your membership 

It’s time for annual membership renewal.  See the form at the end of the 
newsletter.  Please bring the form to the January meeting to earn 50 Garden 

Dollars on the spot! 

Babysitting—The Club pro-

vides babysitting during its 
regular monthly meetings 

when held at Faith Community 
Church.  There is no fee to you 

for the service, but if you plan 
to use it, please call Linda 

Harlson at 377-5750, so we 
can plan for the right number 

of children. 

Rides— Need a ride to the 

meeting? Call Billie Childress at 
231-1791   the Wednesday 

before the meeting. 
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Upcoming events (outside the club) 
Morton Arboretum:  Celebrating Chocolate:  Chocolate Expo, Feb 5-6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Discount 
admission on Wednesdays.  

The Growing Place:  Landscape Design Sampler on February 10 and February 13 at 10 a.m. in Aurora. 
Free.  Find all their events at  http://www.thegrowingplace.com/classes.htm 

We Grow Dreams Fundraiser:  The garden center and greenhouse that supports people with disabilities 
will hold a bowl-a-thon from 2-5 p.m., Jan 31, in Brunswick Zone, 1555 W 75th St, Woodridge.  Registration 
starts at 1 p.m.  Call 630-293-0100.  

Heinz Brothers Greenhouse:  Houseplants for Your Home, January 30th at 1 p.m.  Free.  Information 
http://www.heinzbrothers.com/classes.htm. 

Chicago Botanic Garden:  Bonsai Silhouette Show.  January 29th - 31st.  10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Garden Dollars - start collecting now! 
Based on the success of the 2009 Garden Dollar auction, WCGC will again this year distribute tokens 
(Garden Dollars) to members who participate in club activities.  At the November meeting, you will be 
able to use them at the auction to bid on fabulous prizes. 

To receive your Garden Dollars after earning them, pick them up at special events from the event organ-
izer, or see club officers at the information table at any meeting, and let them know what you’ve earned.  
Contact Jeff Handel for more information, 231-6765. 

Volunteer for workdays, plant sale or garden 

contest (1 to 4 hrs , >4hrs) 

75 -

150 

Donate plants for the sale 

<50, 50-149, >150 

75, 

200, 

300 

Donate pots 50 Write newsletter article 100 

Donate snack for meeting 75 Donate door prize 50 

Set up or clean up meeting 25 Meeting attendance 25 

Trip attendance 25 Pay dues before February 2nd 50 

Donate to Kruse House 50   
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Calendar of events - 2010 

Club information  www.westchicagogardenclub.org 
West Chicago Garden Club 

P. O. Box 313, West Chicago, IL 60186 

(630) 585-4005 

Membership information 

Dues for 2009: 

 Individual: $15 Family: $25 

2009 board 

President: VACANT   

Vice President:  

 Jeff Handel (630) 231-6765, jjhandeldds@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: 

 Barb Darrah (630) 584-1900, info@bwdarrah.com 

Secretary: 

 Dee Soustek (630) 393-0652, dsoustek@aol.com 

Program Chair: 

 Lou Horton (630) 293-7735, lehorton85@ameritech.net 

Information Director: 

 Elaine McCluskey (630) 293-4773, emccluskey@sbcglobal.net 

Plant Sale Co-Chairs: 

 Dick Darrah (630) 584-1900, info@bwdarrah.com 

 Tom Fessler (630) 231-0535, fess2000@aol.com 

 

Board Meetings:  2nd Thursday each month at 7 p.m. 

Regular meeting location 

 Faith Community Church,   910 Main Street, West Chicago 

Date Speaker/Organizer Topic/Event Date Speaker/Organizer Topic/Event 

February 

13 & 20 

Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 

Gazing Ball         

Workshop 
April 25 

Billie Childress &  

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party 

February 

25 
Kelly Bryant 

Club Meeting -  

Wine and Chocolate 
April 22 TBD Club Meeting 

March 25 TBD Club Meeting April 25 
Billie Childress & An-

gie Sadauskas 
Potting Party 

April 3 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party May 15 All Club Members PLANT SALE! 

April 10 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party May 20 TBD Club Meeting 

April 18 
Billie Childress & 

Angie Sadauskas 
Potting Party June 24 TBD Club Meeting 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 

ADVERTISERS! 

And let them know that you appreciate 

their support of our club. 
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January News From Kruse   by Angie & Billie: Kruse Garden Coordinators 

 

"From December to March, there are for many of us three gardens:  

the garden outdoors,  

the garden of pots and bowls in the house,  

and the garden of the mind's eye." 
-   Katherine S. Whit 
 

January and February are months for gardeners to dream.  The ‘new year’ of 

spring is eagerly anticipated but no need, or possibility, of hurrying time so we 

revel in catalogues, magazines, & books (now-a-days, internet and seminars 

too) for pictures and words to stir our imaginations and stimulate our creative 

juices.  J. Nuese, The Country Garden, 1970, speaks of leafing through cata-

logues, “half drunk with anticipation”.  And goes on to describe winter as the 

gardener’s cocktail hour, “just as in the candle-lit dusk of the cocktail hour all 
men are brilliant and all women beautiful so, in the catalogues, all plants are 

enchanting, all bloom unceasingly, all are easy to grow, all are suited to your 

area.  It is one of the happiest of all delusions, putting stars into your eyes and 

mush into the mental processes.”  No doubt, Cecilia Kruse and her mother and 

aunts before her, happily lost themselves in the bliss (or scourge) of gardener’s 

winter dreaming. We carry on the tradition without resistance! 

 

"The flowers of late winter and early spring occupy places in our hearts well out of propor-

tion to their size." 
-   Gertrude S. Wister 

Eranthis (Winter aconite) is certainly a genus of early flowering plants to which the above would apply.  If 

you are unfamiliar with this plant, it’s among the first to appear in spring, frost-tolerant and readily able to 

survive fresh snow cover unharmed. The leaves only expand fully when the bright yellow flowers are 

nearly finished and the plants last for only 2-3 months before dying down during the late spring. This gem 

is one that would pair well with the Kruse Garden’s abundant grape hyacinths and dazzle our spring fan-

cies; however, this minor bulb of major joy eludes us to date.  The old books say the best way to acquire 
the plant is to lift a block of them while in full growth.  Surely (it’s said) you have a friend who can get you 

started.  Ed Max…..do you have a lock on your garden gate?    

 

"Freezing cold winds,  

biting chills, and white snow fluffed hills  

Valentines day, oh how gay!  

presidents' day is coming our way.  

February, sweet and small, greatest month of all." 
-  Eric Lies, 28 Word Poem for February 

Oh yeah, we can think pink for Valentines Day….maybe a cyclamen, and before you know it the Pink Per-

fection tulips will be popping out.  Oh, we are going to have fun in the garden again this year!  

 

Ever jubilant about gardening…………A&B 
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Looking Ahead to the Plant Sale  

Although our annual Plant Sale fundraiser won’t happen until May 15, planning has already 

begun.  Here’s what you should know and be thinking about (note that all activities would 
earn Garden Dollars - see page 2): 

Early help:   

1” mini-blinds are needed for plant sale tags.  Find these on sale (watch the big box home centers), 

purchase, and make a donation at the next club meeting.  We also need help cutting blinds. 
 

Plant donations: 

Start to think about what plants you have in your yard that could be divided and contributed to the 
plant sale.  More on getting help (the Digging Squad) in future issues. 

 
Potting Parties: 

We’ve found a new location for all the potting parties this year - Manville Oaks Park, courtesy of the 

West Chicago Park District.  All potting (annuals and perennials) will be done in one location at the 

same events.  Sign-up sheets will be available starting at the January meeting.  The dates are: 

• Sat April 3rd 9-12 AM  

• Sat April13th 9-12 AM  

• Sun April18th 1-4 PM  

• Sun April 25th 1-4 PM    

We need 14 people at each session for two-7 person crews.  That's 56 slots to fill!  Members need to 

take the sign-up commitment seriously ....we will be counting on you!  

Questions, contact Dick Darrah or Tom Fessler, plant sale co-chairs. 

665-1144 
Winfield Road at 
the Railroad 

Paving, Terracing & Edging Materials 

� Concrete Retaining Wall Systems  � Landscaping Timbers 

Decorative Gravel 
� Shredded Cedar or Cypress Mulch  � Limestone Chips � Heritage 

Pebbles  
� Meramec Gravel  � Sand Pebbles  � Red Lava  � Western Sunset 

Help with your Income Taxes? 

If you need help with your 2009 federal and state income taxes, 

contact your local AARP tax counseling center. It is convenient, 
confidential, fast and free, and you don’t have to be over 65 or a 

member of AARP. Service is limited to individual returns—no 

businesses, partnerships, etc. To schedule an appointment, call 

a park district office: 

Glen Ellyn—appointments on Mondays, call 630-858-2463  

Wheaton—appointments on Tuesdays, call 630-665-1415. 

For more information, contact Mike Saad (630-653-1350) 
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Gazing Ball Workshop 

Would you like to have a gazing ball like the ones auctioned off last December?  Billie Childress and 

Angie Sadauskas will be presenting a workshop in two sessions during which you will make your very 

own.   

Dates:  Saturday mornings, February 13 and 20 

Cost:  $25, all materials supplied, including stand 

Location:  To be announced 

Size of the class:  8 people minimum, 12 maximum 

How to sign up:  See Billie at the January meeting, and bring $25 payment at that time (see Billie for 

how to make out a check) 

FUTURE WORKSHOPS PLANNED:    June - hypertuffa pots      October - gazing balls 

Bits and Pieces 

Field Trip Coordinator:  The WCGC Board is looking for someone to work under the guidance of 

program chair, Lou Horton, to coordinate field trips (probably 2) this year.  If interested, please con-

tact Lou. 

West Chicago City Sign:  As reported previously, the WCGC will have a medallion on the new city 

sign, being constructed at the southwest corner of Main and Rt 59.   

August Garden Event:  This summer the annual Kruse Garden Party will occur on Sunday, August 1st, 

and will be joined by a free garden walk sponsored by the WCGC.  The Garden Walk committee and 
Kruse House Garden coordinators will have more information in the future.  Save the date! 
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Worm Rescuers  by Louise E. Wright of Philadelphia, PA 
No worm ever meets it doom at my hands, not if I can help it.  Whether I’m preparing a flower bed 

or cutting grass with a push mower, I keep an eye out for the squiggly creatures and move them out of 

the way.  It’s the least I can do to thank them for aerating and fertilizing my soil.   

My concern for Lumbricus terrestris doesn’t waver when I’m away from home.  If I see an worm 
struggling across Forbidden Drive (my walking trail in Philadelphia’s Wissahickon Park), I always 

stop and give it a lift to the other side.  Discreetly, though:  I don’t want people thinking I’m a loopy 

eccentric or something.   
The other day, though, I noticed a woman bent over the sidewalk near my house.  What was she 

fiddling with - a shoelace?  A lost contact lens?  It was my neighbor Valerie, a twig in her hand.   

“What are you doing?” I asked.  
“Trying to get this worm off the sidewalk,” she explained, prodding it with the twig.   

Suddenly I was a seasoned rescuer.  “I learned long ago that fingers work best.”  I picked up the 

thrashing creature and moved it to a neaby lawn.  
Some weeks later, striding down Forbidden Drive once again, I noticed a young woman in front of 

me.  She stopped down, scooped something up in both hands, and gently placed it on the other side 
of the road.  A butterfly?  A baby bird?  When I got to the spot, all I saw was a few twigs, some leaf lit-

ter - and an earthworm! 
 

Reprinted with permission from GreenPrints, "The Weeder's Digest," www.greenprints.com.  Autumn 2008    
edition.  You can subscribe to this charming quarterly publication, full of stories about gardens and gardeners, 

for an annual fee of $19.97.  Find more information on their website, or call them at 1-800-569-0602. 
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