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“Backyard Pond Maker”

By Sandy Saad

Garden club president, Mark Luther,
was very prepared to show with pride
the pond he constructed in his yard.
Using our new club screen, which he
did the research to purchase, Mark
came equipped with photos and visual
layouts for the screen so we could
appreciate more fully what it REALLY
takes to install a pond in your own
backyard.

Mark started by showing us some
ponds he had seen which inspired him
to have his own. There are many
important questions to ask yourself
before you start digging a hole in your
backyard. Such as, why do you want a
water feature? Are you willing to do the
necessary research? Do you have the
finances and a realistic budget to work
with? The physical aspect...are you able
to do the labor (digging, hauling

boulders and installing pumps) or do
you need to pay to have it done?

Mark was fortunate in this respect due
to the fact he is young and strong, and,
he has a sixteen year old son (lots of
free grunt labor) and his willing, able
and lovely wife, June, to call upon. Oh
yes, let’s not forget that youngest
daughter, Rosemarie. I'm certain that
Mark had her hustling too.

The Luther’s made this a family project!
A project of this magnitude does take a
toll on a families time, effort and
finances...but, I sensed that it was all
worth it from the their point of view.

If you think that you might want to do
a water feature—first e-mail Mark to
find out all the DO'S and DON'TS. I'm
sure he will give you an ear full. ‘*Cause
he's “been there and done that”I!!!

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 27

HEALTHY GARDENS

Speaker: Lynn Bement, The Compost Queen”

Yes, “The Compost Queen” cometh! All loyal subjects of the garden club will be in attendance, or,
“Off with your heads”! Truly, Lynn’s years as a master gardener and a passion for all things organic,
including composting, makes this meeting a winner.

Join us at the Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago
6:45pm - sharing time, conversation and refreshments
7:15 - brief business meeting

7:30 - speaker
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Upcoming events (outside the club)

The Growing Place nursery and flower farm, inc.: Naperville at Plank Road, just west of Naper Blvd.
Tel: 355-4000 and a Fox Valley location at Montgomery Road, just North of Ogden. Tel: 820-8088.

» It’s Not Too Late! Demos: October 6 — Admission is free — 10 am at Montgomery Road location
and 1 pm at Plank Road location.

Master Gardeners will have shorter Fall and Winter hours at the NEW University of Illinois Exten-
sion Office: The new hours are 10 am till lpm Monday through Thursday. The DuPage office has
moved 1/2 mile west of Naperville road on the south side of Warrenville Road. They’re in a beautiful
new office on the first floor. NEW ADDRESS: 1100 E. Warrenville Road, Suite #170, Naperville, IL 60563.
TEL: (630) 955-1123. www.extension uiuc.edu/dupage.

+ Growing Backyard Grapes: a telenet class for $10 each. Taught by Elizabeth Wahle, an exten-
sion specialist. Classes are held at the extension office on October 16 from 12:45 to 2:30 pm and
October 18 from 6:45 to 8:30pm.

The Morton Arboretum: Among all the amazing things at the arboretum, perhaps the childrens garden
has been forgotten. The Daily Herald had a great full-color, full-page ad for the children’s garden there.

Heinz Brothers Greenhouse and Garden Center in St. Charles: Lots of fall stuff for our home and gar-
den. Plus, classes for fall decorating, making a scarecrow and carving special pumpkins are available.
Call at (630) 377-6288

]:or the Love of Gardcns... Mar's Gueenen Places Tne.  630-628-6695

(Cell) 209-3005
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Nursery Stock ¢ Perennials ¢« Annuals * Hanging Baskets %{.‘,

Statues, Fountains & Pottery * Gift Shop * FREE Seminars

Watergarden Plants & Supplies ¢ Gift Certificates .
Exper?enced Landscape FISZsigners + Containers EDWARD R. MAX Land_scape Design
Christmas Trees & Holiday Decorations Certified Naturalist Specialty Gardens
847-428-6767 630-529-9394 www.maxlandscape .com Total Maintenance
2400 Randall Rd + Carpentersville 222 W. Lake St + Bloomingdale

Quality plants in garden settings
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Copley (Ogden)... Aurora
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Helpful Staff.. Os 1‘18 Winfield Road
Let our Staff help you pick the Wlnﬂeld’ 160190
perfect plants, pots & plans! 630.668.8460
www.winfieldflowershoppe.com
Fresh Cut Flowers, Green & Blooming
www.thegrowingplace.com Plants, Artificial Flowers, Cards,
Candles, Antiques, Jewelry, etc.

Gardener’s Fest...June 16, Naper

growing place
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Club information

West Chicago Garden Club
P. 0. Box 313
West Chicago, IL 60186

(630) 585-4005
www.westchicagogardenclub.org

Membership information

Dues for 2007:
Individual: $15
Family: $25

2007 board

President:
Mark Luther (630) 876-1296
mark@markluther.com

Vice President:
Mike Saad (630) 653-1350
mwsaad@comcast.net

Treasurer:
John Warbiany (630) 293-5795
Fax: (630) 293-5794
Cell: (630) 464-5710
jjbwarbil @juno.com

Secretary:
Aimee Townsend (630) 876-8588
aleaa5@sbcglobal.net

Publicity Director
Pamela Darrah (630) 293-4130
pdarrah@sprynet.com

Information Director:
Sandy Saad (630) 653-1350
mwsaad@comcast.net

Plant Sale Chair:
Dick Darrah (630) 584-1900
info@bwdarrah.com

Regular meeting location

Faith Community Church
910 Main Street
West Chicago

‘Calendar of events - 2007

Date Speaker Topic
September 27 Lynn Bement Healthy gardens by “The Compost
Queen”
October 25 Bill Scheffler Organic lawn, tree and shrub care
November 15 Elections, Potluck Ornamental vines
and Nora Liu

bring a friend or neighbor.

the Wednesday before the meeting.

Reminders

Babysitting—The Club provides babysitting during its regular monthly meet-
ings when held at Faith Community Church. There is no fee to us for the ser-
vice, but if you plan to use it, please call Linda Harlson at 377-5750, so we
can plan for the right number of children .

Guests and Visitors are always welcome.

Rides— Need a ride to the meeting? Call Billie Childress at 231-1791 by

Members are encouraged to

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY!

You can now receive your monthly newsletter electronically, rather
than a paper copy. The many advantages include: receive it faster,
save paper and processing time, save the cost of stamps, and see

some items in color.

To subscribe to the electronic version, simply send your e-mail
address to Sandy Saad at mwsaad@comcast.net.

WE GROW DREAMS

GREENHOUSE §8& GARDEN CENTER

1055 W. Washington St., West Chicago, IL 60185

~Annuals & Perennials ~Vegetables ~Hanging Baskets
~Poinsettias ~Mums & Kale ~Balsam Reindeer

phone: 630-293-0100 fax: 630-293-1510

MEYER

27W067 North Avenue
West Chicago, [L 60185
Tel: (630) 293-4800

LANDSCAPING,INC.

Nursery, Landscaping Design & Construction

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS!!!
WWWMEYER-LANDSCAPING.COM

An Investment That Grows

THE GARDEN CENTER IS
BLOOMING WITH IDEAS!

LARGE TREES &
SHRUBS, ROSES;
PERENNIALS,

& ANNUALS
SPRING HOU ll{“-

MON-SAT: 9-5
SUN: 10-4 &/15-6/30)

Volume 10 Issue 9 September 2007

www.westchicagogardenclub.org

Page 3



\Q °”Za/

We Go Gardening E\

PR

News and Announcements

Elections Are Coming! The slate of board nominees for 2008 will be presented at the October meeting. If
you have an interest in being on the board, please send an email to info@westchicagogardenclub.org or
phone Aimee and her committee at 876-8588. The board positions are as follows:

President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Publicity Director, Information Director, and At-Large
Director.

Raffle Prize: Member, Bernice McFarland, won the raffle prize at the August meeting. In case you might
not have seen it— a fall planter from Prosek’s with Heuchera, mums and grasses.

Membership Lists are available: Full membership lists will be available on the sharing table at the next
meeting. Please take one for your convenience.

Plant Sale Needs: Bernice McFarland reminds that we will need old window blinds (that we cut up for
plant markers). Also needed are 4 and 6 pack containers, plant trays and pots. The Digging Team
especially needs two gallon pots. Please, don't throw these things away. Bernice McFarland stores our plant
sale potting needs in her shed. Please call her and drop off your things. Her phone# is 231-0635. Her
address is 555 E. National in West Chicago. She'll be glad to hear from you and give you directions if you
need them.

Workshops: Is anyone interested if we re-instate these? My vote is YES.

Meet and Greet: The West Chicago Park District has invited us to “meet and greet” two new directors:
Executive Director, Gary Major and Supt. of Recreation, Leslie DeMoss on Wednesday, October 3rd from
5pm to 7pm at St. Andrews Golf Club. Refreshments will be served.

e SHADY o HILL * GARDENS ° Prosek's Greenhouses and
Military Model Shop, Inc.

Annuals, Perennials, and all your garden needs!

BATAVIA and ELBURN

2BW 140 Highlake Rd.

® GERANIUM e SPECIALISTS Winfield, IL 60100
O 0-23 1-40021
(630) 879-5665  www.shadyhill.com

Come to the Grower
Bam OWI Feed and * Over 160 Acres of Fine Nursery Stock

Garden Center * LLandscape Design and Installation
* A Complete 10 Acre Retail Garden Center

including Fountains & Water Garden Supplies

1N583 Gary Ave., Carol Stream 2
{630) 668-0316 | Since 1925...the only name you need to know
Hours: M-F:9to 6 — - P
Sat:9to 4 miles west o
Sun:10 to 4 2z W A s C O | St. Charles on Rt. 64
_ 7

Full line of garden tools, annuals and N U R S E R Y I J{xyi‘:ﬁi:ﬁxfgﬂ
perennials, pet food and supplies, bird- | & GARDEN CENTER {

seed, statuary, propane and more! 630-584-4424
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Native | rees and
Shrubs

Thanks to Matt Zerby of Wasco
Nursery. 630-584-4424.
WWW.Wasconursery.com

Almost all plants provide shelter
or food for wildlife in some way.
However, planting native Illinois
plants in your backyard habitat will
deliver more benefits to you and to
wildlife year after year.

Native plants naturally adapt,
providing shelter and food to native
wildlife more consistently, even
during  drought or freezing
conditions. Planting native
flowering species will provide an
abundance of nectar, whereas
nonnative, novelty counterparts do
not.

Native plants are beautiful, hardy,
easier to maintain and beneficial to
the environment. Once you have
established your native habitat, you
will save time and money, and
you'll reduce air pollution by
eliminating or significantly
reducing the need for fertilizer,
pesticide, water and lawn-
maintenance equipment.
American Plum
americana)

This is a fast-growing, great
screening and habitat-developing
plant with excellent snow-white
spring blooms in April and May.
Fall color is maroon-red.
Chinquapin Oak
muehlenbergii)

This might be the most finely
branched of our oaks; acorns never
reach the ground. This unique oak
is one of the faster growing oaks at

(Prunus

(Quercus

Y The above article is excerpted from the Chicago-
* land Tree Care Advisor—Fall 2007 Newsletter by
Chris Mest, a certified arborist, and Graf Tree

- Care.
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two to four feet per year. Bark and
structure are very similar to White
Oak. The small, very sweet acorn is
highly sought after by wildlife.

Wafer Ash (Ptelea trifoliate)
This multi-stem plant grows to 15
feet tall, provides a great screen and
smells great in the spring. It will
grow in half to full sun and can grow
on very tough sites. Flowers, leaves
and fruit are aromatic.
Buttonbush
occidentalis)

Truly magnificent in bloom, this
plant has white flowers in late July
and early August that bear a striking
resemblance to Sputnik. The leaves
are an eye-catching glossy green.
This shrub will grow in a marsh,
swamp or floodplain as well as in
good garden soil.

(Cephalanthus

Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis)
This tough, durable plant is also
beautiful when flowering in June. It
is a great plant for shrub borders that
have a half-day sun. The purple-
black fruit in August to September is
relished by birds and humans alike.
Spicebush  (Kubdera  benzoin)
This very shade-tolerant shrub has
yellow flowers in early April before
the plant leafs out and beautiful
scarlet-red fruit in the fall. The leaf
and stem have a very aromatic lemon
fragrance when crushed.
Indigo Bush (Amorpha fruiticosa)
Unique purple-blue flower spikes
are three to six inches long and
spectacular when blooming in June.
A shrub of the wetland and flood
plains, it also does well in a full-sun
garden. Cut it to the ground every
three or four years to keep it from
getting too leggy.

For Better Trees!

Phil Graf
Certified Arborist

Bus: 630/347-4899
Fax: 630/578-1304

www.graftreecare. com

Tree Care

Volume 10 Issue 9 September 2007

www.westchicagogardenclub.org

Page 5




We Go Gardening

An excerpt on Beauty from “"The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran

Beauty is not a need but an ecstasy.
It is not @ mouth thirsting nor an empty hand stretched forth,

But rather a heart enflamed and a soul enchanted.

It is not the image you would see nor the song you would hear,

But rather an image you see though you close your eyes and a song you hear though you shut
your ears.

It is not the sap within the furrowed bark, nor a wing attached to a claw,

But rather a garden for ever in bloom and a flock of angels for ever in flight.

People of Orphalese, beauty is life when life unveils her holy face.
But you are life and you are the veil. Beauty is eternity gazing at itself in a mirror.
But you are eternity and you are the mirror.

PLEASE patronize our advertisers

And let them know that you appreciate their
support of our club

=

oy,
Bz

Winfield Road at the ‘ Sharing Table
Railroad Tracks | ')/ [NFIE|E? ¥ 665-1144 Featuring our KRAMER TREE SPECIALISTS, INC.
. ;
Winfield o T EY members ideas Complete Professional Tree Care
d terial 701 Church Street
| Do It Yourself Center | and Materiais. .. West Chicago, Illinois 60185
Paving, Terracing & Edging Materials Gardening
® Concrete Retaining Wall Systems e Landscaping Timbers catalogs, articles or
books
Decorative Gravel (630) 293-5444
e Shredded Cedar or Cypress Mulch e Limestone Chips e Heritage Pebbles
e Meramec Gravel e Sand Pebbles e Red Lava e Western Sunset Gar.den related FAX (630) 293-7667
e Burnt Coral e Red Flint e Red Granite projects www.kramertree.com

I You're invited to come explore, get inspired, learn N
and add some beanty to your garden at Custom Crafted Cedar Products

(Y

o

N4
HEINZBROTHERS

Greenhouse @arden Center
WO

e 2010 East Main St. (Rt. 64), St. Charles |

G ¥) 630.377.6288 www.HeinzBrothers.com (& : Mike Saad
<\ : = Winfield, IL
‘Q] Your Gardening Source.... Q% (630) 653-1350
4 mwsaad@comcast.net
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