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“Mary, Mary Quite Contrary”

By Sandy Saad

CONTRARY, states The Random
House College Dictionary, "stubbornly
opposed or willful”. That sounds like my
sister, Bernice. Because she was very
smart with a mind of her own, she was
called “stubborn” and “contrary”. That
girl became a woman who taught and
loved “problem” children for 35 years.
And so, I'll lay you odds, our speaker
might have a somewhat similar story to
tell—maybe not—it’s probably just her
favorite nursery rhyme!

Mary Russell aka Contrary Mary
runs her own garden and design center
on a farm out in Minooka, not that far
away actually. Three pygmy goats and
three sheep dogs complete the farm

¢ |aura along with lots of display gardens.
. |"Seeing is believing” and she loves to

show off the unusual perennials she

i sells. Mary brought about twenty-five

under-utilized and under-appreciated
perennials to prove her point.

While admitting to being a
“hosta fanatic” and not caring too much
for grasses, what she really enjoys
doing is getting the word out about all
the beautiful, interesting and very
adaptable plants that people never see
or even hear of. The program got
underway as she passed her “beauties”
around for us to touch and see up
close. Mary gave us a full story on each
one. Meanwhile we admired, “oohed”
and “aahed” like “kids in a candy shop”.

It's hard to believe that these
plants are relatively unkown. Why?
Perhaps we need to set up a field trip
so we can check out this farm in
Minooka and get some answers and
buy some very unique plants.

(815) 521-9535 or
www.contrarymarysplants.com

Next Meeting: Thursday, Sep 25

“WOODIES 101”

Speaker: Katrina Lewin is a Horticulturist at the Morton Arboretum and is a specialist in trees
and woody shrubs. She will speak on their uses in the backyard landscape.

Faith Community Church at 910 Main Street in West Chicago.
6:45pm - sharing time, conversation and refreshments

7:15 - brief business meeting

7:30 - speaker
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Upcoming events (outside the club)

Horticulture Classes at the Extension Office in Warrenville: Class schedules on the sharing table and
get more info at 630-955-1123 or dupage_co@extension.uiuc.edu. Some of the interesting titles:

Going Green with Evergreens, Tucking In Your Garden Bed, Backyard Composting, Introduction to
Prairies and The Benefits of a Rain Garden.

The Growing Place: Always a place to spend a couple of hours or so......... Their Fall Fest was rained out
last weekend and so this weekend, September 20 and 21 they are celebrating with Harvest Days. Notably,
they have 50 or so types of gourds and pumpkins grown by the Somonauk Future Farmers of America.

Meyer Landscaping: OPEN TO THE PUBLIC just a bit east of County Farm Road on North Avenue.
Gorgeous, Healthy trees, evergreens, shrubs and perennials. 25% off NOW on evergreens and perennials.
All roses are priced at $20. It's not too late — Fall is a great time to plant.

Cantigny: (630)260-8162 or Cantigny.org This place is a hop, skip and a jump from all of us in the club
and there is so much going on. This place just gets better and better every year—you name it and I'll bet
they have it. The parking fee of $7 used to bug me so I finally bought the year pass for $55. Why not, I
love this place and support their efforts. The sharing table will have more up-to-date info, in color.

Winfield Flower Shoppe: Holiday Open House on Sunday, November 9 from noon till 4pm. Cards for
20% off purchase are on the sharing table.

Another cookie recipe from the celebration of the Secret Garden:
Irene Muilenburg’s STIR-N-DROP SUGAR COOKIES

Oven temperature: 400 degrees (moderate/hot oven)
Baking time: 8 to 10 minutes
Number of cookies: About 3 dozen 3” cookies

Beat with fork until well blended: 2 eggs. Stir in 2/3 cup of cooking oil, 2 tsp. vanilla, and 1 tsp. grated
lemon rind.

Blend in until mixture thickens: 3/4 cup sugar. Sift together and stir in: 2 cups sifted flour, 2 tsp baking
powder and 1/2 tsp salt.

Then, Drop by teaspoon full, about 2” apart on an ungreased baking sheet. Flatten with greased bottom
of a glass dipped in sugar. Bake until a delicate brown. Remove immediately from baking sheet.

Quality plants in garden settings

Montgomery Rd (83) just N of
Copley (Ogden)... Aurora

N\ i
inficld

= ¢ - FLOWER SHOPPI

0s118 Winfield Road

Helpful Staff... Winfield, I1 60190
Let our Staff help you pick the
perfect plants, pots & plans! . 630.668.8460
www.winfieldflowershoppe.com
. 1 LD YL | Fresh Cut Flowers, Green & Blooming
growing place Plants, Artificial Flowers, Cards,

www.thegrowingplace.com

Candles, Antiques, Jewelry, etc.
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Club information

West Chicago Garden Club
P. O.Box 313
West Chicago, IL 60186

(630) 585-4005
www.westchicagogardenclub.org
Membership information

Dues for 2008:
Individual: $15
Family: $25

2008 board

President:
Mark Luther (630) 876-1296
mark@markluther.com

Vice President:
Jeff Handel (630) 231-6765
jjhandeldds@yahoo.com

Treasurer:
Barb Darrah (630) 584-1900
info@bwdarrah.com

Secretary:
Aimee Townsend (630) 876-8588
aleaa5@sbcglobal.net

Publicity Director
Pamela Darrah (630) 293-4130
pdarrah@sprynet.com

Information Director:
Sandy Saad (630) 653-1350
sitteh@comcast.net

Plant Sale Chair:
Dick Darrah (630) 584-1900
info@bwdarrah.com

Regular meeting location

Faith Community Church
910 Main Street
West Chicago
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Calendar of events - 2008

Date Speaker Topic
September 25 | Katrina Lewin Woodies 101
October 23 Karen Caldwell Making gourds into birdhouses
November 20 | Elections & Potluck [ Member Sharing and Brainstorming
Reminders

Babysitting—The Club provides babysitting during its regular monthly meet-

ings when held at Faith Community Church.

vice, but if you plan to use it, please call Linda Harlson at 377-5750, so we

can plan for the right number of children .

Guests and Visitors are always welcome. Members are encouraged to

bring a friend or neighbor.

Rides— Need a ride to the meeting? Call Billie Childress at 231-1791 by

the Wednesday before the meeting.

There is no fee to you for the ser-

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY!

You can now receive your monthly newsletter electronically,
rather than a paper copy. The many advantages include: receive

To subscribe to the electronic version, simply send your e-mail
address to Mike Saad at mwsaad@comecast.net.

it faster, save paper and processing time, save the cost of stamps,
é and see some items in color.

WE GROW DREAMS

GREENHOUSE §8& GARDEN CENTER

An Investment That Grows

THE GARDEN CENTER IS
BLOOMING WITH IDEAS!

Volume 11 Issue 9 September 2008 www.westchicagogardenclub.org

_ _ MEYER [ ARGE TREES &
1055 W. Washington St., West Chicago, IL 60185 LANDSCAPING,INC. sHHRUBS. ROSES
Nursery, Landscaping Design & Construction - ly—— ; 2 " . 3
~Annuals & Perennials ~Vegetables ~Hanging Baskets R — PERENNIALS,
~Poinsettias ~Mums & Kale ~Balsam Reindeer West Chicago, IL 60185 & ANNUALS
Tel: (630) 293-4800
phone: 630-293-0100 fax: 630-293-1510 VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS!!! ?\llf\l\\‘i\‘}o&tj}f\
WWW.MEYER-LANDSCAPING.COM SUN: 10-4 (4/15-6/30)
Page 3
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News and Announcements

News from Lou Horton our Program Director: At our October meeting, Karen Caldwell will lead a
hands on workshop on turning gourds into great bird houses. Karen will supply properly prepared gourds
and other materials necessary to design and decorate a bird house. Garden Club members are invited to
participate. There will be a charge of $12 per bird house and of course you get to take the finished product
home with you. So Karen can come prepared with the necessary number of supplies, please call Lou Horton
at 630 293 7735 if you want to build a gourd bird house.

Ice Cream Social: Anna and Denise who work and do great things at the Winfield Flower Shop went on
and on about what a nice affair it was. And, THE GARDEN was gorgeous. This was their first time there and
they were blown away with its beauty. Good words and sentiments like this need to be heard. I'm sure our
Chuck Schramer will give us a glowing report on the Ice Cream Social. Such a great of collaboration of fine
folks.

Cantigny: Forgive me if I digress here. I've never been to the Chicago Botanic Garden. OH MY YOU SAY!
Why should I make that long trip when Cantigny is my WINFIELD BOTANIC GARDEN!

Elections are Coming Up: Would you like to take part in the direction of our garden club? You have
great ideas—you know you do—we all do. When our club secretary, Aimee Townsend, calls or e-mails you to
take a chance and do more—say SURE, I'VE BEEN WAITING FOR SOMEONE TO ASK ME!

Newsletter Editor: I'm looking for someone to take over my job. Do you enjoy writing, being sassy and
speaking your mind in print rather than face-to-face? Alright then, you're the new Newsletter Editor!!!

Pots, Pots and More Pots: Bernice McFarland encourages us all to get our empty plant pots together and
drop them off at her house. Call her if you can beforehand. Check your membership hame and address list
for information.

e SHADY ¢ HILL ¢ GARDENS o Prosek's Greenhouses and
ELBURN, IL Military Model Shop, Inc.

Annuals, Perennials, and all your garden needs!

2BW 140 Highlake Rd.

e GERANIUM o SPECIALISTS o Winfield, IL 60190
oZ0-22 1-4021
(630) 365-5665  www.shadyhill.com

Come to the Grower
Bam OWI Feed and * Over 160 Acres of Fine Nursery Stock

Garden Center * LLandscape Design and Installation
* A Complete 10 Acre Retail Garden Center

including Fountains & Water Garden Supplies

1N583 Gary Ave., Carol Stream 2
(630) 668-0316 | Since 1925...the only name you need to know
Hours: MF:9to 6 — P
Sat9to4 6 miles west o
Sun:10 to 4 2z W A S C 0 | St. Charles on Rt. 64
~———

\
\
\\

: :
Full line of garden tools, annuals and N U R S E R Y Lgv::.sv\;zizf’:rfs:gf:gz
perennials, pet food and supplies, bird- | & GARDEN CENTER {

seed, statuary, propane and more! 630-584-4424
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. Phil Graf
We Go Gardening Certified Arborist
Bus: 630/347-4899
S RF/MK Fax: 630/578-1304
RWN www.graftreecare.com
Suburban
Bob Sramek Tree Care
REALTOR®
Bt Sorriconi For Better Trees!
1417 North Main Street
Wheaton, lllinois 60187

Voice Mail: 630.868.6306

Cell: 312.882.6493
Fax: 630.653.0952
rsramek @ remax.net e al ii

® 1 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

AU EVEN G
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o] 2400 Randall Rd.

% Carpentersville, IL
g "ome 60110

’N

CI? address www.platthillnursery.com
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& Plant More

We do not sell or share our patrons information.

i %
NorthStar PLEASE s
CREDIT UNION Patmm?e our KRAMER TREE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Focused on your future. advertisers Complete Professional Tree Care
35,555 Winﬁel% ggz-aggéj\/z\lgqrenville, IL 60555 And let them West thlicca:;;’r?ﬁnséifzto 185
(at the corner of Winfield Road and Warrenville Road, knOW that You
directly north of the Mabil station) . .
N appreciate their
EW support of our
1 ;
WECO Communi SPIRIT
amember ofthe Northstar family Zy @ member of the Northsar family club (63 0) 293-5444
528 Main Street 1931 N. Meacham Road, Suite 108
Ve Chicago, L 60165 Schaumburg 1L 60173 FAX (630) 293-7667
630.876.5519 847.397.6600 www. kramertree.com
www.northstarcu.org

u - - l
v g B 5 5 N Winfield Road at the
You’re invited to come explore, get inspired, learn Railroad Tracks 665-1144
and add some beauty to your garden at Winfield
HEINZ%BRO’THERS l Do It Yourself Center J
Greenhouse” 2= Garden Ceiter Paving, Terracing & Edging Materials
@ e Concrete Retaining Wall Systems e Landscaping Timbers
z 2010 East Main St. (Rt. 64), St. Charles W
B) 630.377.6288 www.HeinzBrothers.com (& Decorative Gravel
. 3 e Shredded Cedar or Cypress Mulch e Limestone Chips e Heritage Pebbles
W YOUI" Gar'denmg SOLII"CB,,,. ‘% e Meramec Gravel e Sand Pebbles e Red Lava e Western Sunset
A 4 e Burnt Coral e Red Flint e Red Granite
ml m
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